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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Globalization is entering a new phase of transformation.

For decades, development discussions centered largely on trade liberalization, economic integration,
infrastructure expansion, and the movement of goods, services, and capital across borders. While these
drivers continue to shape global progress, emerging technologies — particularly artificial intelligence
— are rapidly redefining the conditions under which individuals, institutions, and nations participate in
economic and social life.

Artificial intelligence is no longer functioning solely as a productivity tool. Increasingly, it is becoming
foundational  infrastructure  influencing  access  to  financial  systems,  labor  participation,  healthcare
delivery,  identity  verification,  education  pathways,  humanitarian  coordination,  and  broader
opportunities for economic advancement.

Yet  despite  these  shifts,  current  globalization  and  development  frameworks  remain  insufficiently
prepared to address the growing imbalance between technological acceleration and equitable human
participation.

Today, profound disparities persist in:

• digital access, 
• identity infrastructure, 
• financial inclusion, 
• data governance, 
• technological readiness, 
• and meaningful participation in digital economies.

These disparities disproportionately affect underserved populations and emerging economies, creating
conditions in which technological advancement may deepen inequality rather than expand opportunity.

This paper argues that the next phase of globalization must move beyond traditional measurements of
growth  and  toward  a  more  human-centered  development  model  —  one  that  recognizes  dignity,
participation, trust, and digital access as essential dimensions of progress.

Rather  than  viewing  artificial  intelligence  solely through  the  lenses  of  innovation  or  competition,
development policy must begin recognizing AI as a foundational development infrastructure capable of
influencing social mobility, institutional resilience, and long-term economic inclusion.

The paper proposes a framework for Dignity-First Development™ — an approach grounded in five
interconnected principles:
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Access — ensuring equitable entry into digital and economic systems.

Identity — protecting individuals through secure, inclusive, and rights-centered participation.

Trust — strengthening confidence through responsible governance and ethical technological systems.

Participation — expanding meaningful opportunities for individuals and communities to shape and 
benefit from development outcomes.

Sustainability — designing systems capable of supporting long-term human and economic resilience.

This framework does not reject globalization. Rather, it proposes an evolution of globalization — one 
that recognizes that future prosperity will depend not only on economic growth, but on whether people 
are meaningfully included in the systems increasingly shaping their lives.

As development institutions, governments, and technology leaders prepare for the coming decade, the 
central challenge is becoming increasingly clear:

How can societies ensure that artificial intelligence expands human capability rather than concentrate 
opportunity?

This paper contributes to that broader discussion and proposes that dignity, inclusion, and equitable 
participation should become central principles of development strategy in the digital age.
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Section 1

Globalization in Transition

From Economic Integration to Digital Participation

For  decades,  globalization  has  largely  been  understood  through  the  movement  of  capital,  trade
liberalization,  infrastructure expansion,  international  production networks,  and increasing economic
interdependence  between  nations.  These  forces  contributed  significantly  to  economic  growth,
accelerated industrialization, and expanded global connectivity across many regions of the world.

Traditional  development  models  frequently  measured  success  through  indicators  such  as  gross
domestic product, export performance, foreign investment flows, labor participation, and infrastructure
growth. While these measures remain important, they increasingly provide an incomplete picture of
how individuals and societies experience opportunity in an increasingly digital world.

A profound transformation is now underway.

The next phase of globalization is no longer being shaped exclusively by physical infrastructure or
trade relationships. Increasingly, participation in global systems is being determined by access to digital
infrastructure, data ecosystems, identity frameworks, technological capability, and the ability to engage
meaningfully in digitally enabled economies.

Artificial intelligence is accelerating this transition.

Across sectors including healthcare, education, financial services, public administration, labor markets,
and  humanitarian  operations,  AI  is  becoming  embedded  into  systems  that  influence  economic
participation and social mobility.  Decisions once made primarily through institutional processes are
increasingly supported—or determined—by algorithmic systems and digital infrastructures.

As a result, development itself is changing.

Access to opportunity is becoming increasingly dependent on whether individuals and communities
possess the tools necessary to participate in digital systems. Access to connectivity, digital identity,
financial  infrastructure,  technological  literacy,  and  trustworthy  institutions  are  emerging  as
foundational conditions for inclusion.

This shift presents both extraordinary opportunities and significant risks.

Digital  systems  have  the  potential  to  reduce  historical  barriers  by  expanding  access  to  financial
services, education, healthcare, entrepreneurship, and civic participation. Emerging technologies may
allow communities previously excluded from traditional economic systems to engage more directly in
local and global development.

At the same time, technological acceleration risks creating a new form of inequality.
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Where  previous  development  divides  often  reflected  gaps  in  industrial  capacity  or  physical
infrastructure, the emerging divide increasingly reflects disparities in digital capability, access to data,
institutional readiness, and participation in technology-enabled economies.

Communities that lack digital infrastructure or adequate governance protections may find themselves
excluded  from  systems  that  increasingly  determine  access  to  services,  employment,  economic
opportunity, and social participation.

This transition raises an important question for development leaders and institutions:

If participation in modern economies increasingly depends on access to digital systems, how should
development itself be redefined?

This  paper  argues that  globalization must  evolve beyond a model  centered primarily on economic
integration and toward one that prioritizes meaningful human participation in digital societies.

Future development strategies must increasingly recognize that inclusion is no longer determined solely
by  geography  or  income.  It  is  increasingly  shaped  by  whether  individuals  possess  the  ability  to
participate safely, equitably, and meaningfully in digital systems.

The future of globalization will therefore depend not only on how economies connect—but on how
people connect, participate, and retain agency within the systems that increasingly shape their lives.

This transition requires development frameworks that move beyond access alone and begin addressing
broader questions of dignity, trust, participation, and inclusion in the digital age.
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Section 2

The Emerging Development Divide

Why Access, Identity, and Inclusion Matter in the AI Era

Globalization  has  historically  produced  uneven  outcomes  across  regions,  sectors,  and populations.
While  international  trade,  investment  flows,  and technological  progress  have  generated  significant
economic advancement, these gains have not been distributed equally. Differences in infrastructure,
institutional capacity,  education, financial  access, and economic opportunity have created persistent
development gaps that continue to shape global outcomes.

Today, however, a new form of divide is emerging.

While earlier  development challenges were often defined by access to roads, electricity,  ports,  and
industrial systems, the next generation of inequality is increasingly being shaped by access to digital
infrastructure,  identity  systems,  technological  capability,  and  participation  in  digitally  enabled
economies.

Artificial intelligence is accelerating this transformation.

As governments, institutions, and markets increasingly adopt AI-enabled systems to support decision-
making  and service  delivery,  participation  in  society is  becoming  increasingly dependent  upon an
individual’s ability to engage with digital systems safely, meaningfully, and consistently.

This shift extends beyond technology.

This shift extends beyond technology.

It fundamentally changes how people:

• access financial services, 
• obtain healthcare, 
• prove identity, 
• participate in education, 
• seek employment, 
• receive humanitarian support, 
• and engage in civic life. 

For individuals and communities already facing exclusion, these changes may create additional barriers
rather than expand opportunity.

Across many regions of the world, millions remain excluded from systems increasingly considered 
prerequisites for participation in modern economies.
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Examples of exclusion may include:

• limited digital connectivity, 
• absence of formal identity systems, 
• low digital literacy, 
• barriers to financial participation, 
• limited access to trustworthy institutions, 
• insufficient legal protections surrounding data and privacy. 

These limitations affect more than convenience.

They increasingly influence whether individuals can fully participate in economic and social systems.

Development strategies therefore face an important challenge:

How can societies ensure that technological advancement strengthens inclusion rather than reinforcing 
existing inequalities?

This challenge is particularly important because access alone is insufficient.

Providing access to digital tools does not automatically create meaningful participation.

True inclusion increasingly requires multiple conditions to exist simultaneously:

• access, 
• identity, 
• trust, 
• capability, 
• and agency. 

Without these foundations, digital participation remains fragile.

Identity represents one of the most significant dimensions of this emerging divide.

As economies become increasingly digital, identity systems are becoming gateways to participation. 
Access to banking, healthcare, education, public services, and employment increasingly depends upon 
individuals’ ability to establish trusted and secure identities.

Yet identity systems themselves introduce important questions:

Who controls identity?

How is consent protected?

Who benefits from identity infrastructure?

How are vulnerable populations safeguarded?

These questions become even more urgent as biometric technologies, algorithmic systems, and AI-
enabled decision-making continue expanding globally.

Financial inclusion presents another dimension of the development divide.
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Economic participation increasingly depends not only on access to money, but on access to systems 
that enable individuals to:

• transact, 
• save, 
• build economic resilience, 
• access services, 
• and participate in digital markets. 

Communities excluded from these systems risk becoming further disconnected from opportunities 
generated by technological transformation.

This paper proposes that future development strategies should no longer evaluate inclusion solely 
through economic indicators.

Development must increasingly account for whether individuals possess meaningful opportunities to 
participate in the systems shaping modern life.

The emerging development divide is therefore not simply a technological challenge.

It is increasingly a question of human capability, institutional trust, and equitable participation.

Addressing these realities requires development frameworks capable of integrating technology policy 
with human outcomes.

Only then can globalization evolve toward broader prosperity rather than deeper fragmentation.
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Section 3

Artificial Intelligence as Development Infrastructure

Building Human Capability in the Digital Economy

Artificial intelligence is increasingly becoming one of the defining infrastructures of the modern era.

Historically,  development  infrastructure  was  understood  through  physical  systems  that  enabled
economic activity and social progress—roads, ports, energy grids, telecommunications, transportation
networks, and public institutions. These systems created the conditions through which individuals and
economies could participate in growth and development.

Today, a new layer of infrastructure is emerging.

Artificial  intelligence  is  becoming  embedded  within  the  systems  that  shape  access  to  services,
economic participation, institutional decision-making, and opportunities for advancement.

Unlike previous technologies that primarily supported productivity,  AI increasingly influences  how
societies function.

AI systems are now contributing to:

• healthcare access and diagnostics, 
• financial inclusion and service delivery, 
• labor market participation, 
• educational pathways, 
• identity verification, 
• humanitarian coordination, 
• public administration, 
• and economic planning. 

As adoption expands, artificial intelligence is evolving from a tool of efficiency into an infrastructure 
of participation.

This shift introduces an important implication for development strategy.

Infrastructure no longer exists solely in physical form.

The systems that increasingly determine inclusion are becoming digital, data-driven, and 
algorithmically mediated.

As a result, development outcomes may increasingly depend upon whether individuals and 
communities possess the capability to engage effectively with these systems.
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This creates both opportunity and responsibility.

When designed responsibly, AI can contribute to development outcomes by:

• expanding access to underserved populations, 
• improving service delivery, 
• reducing administrative barriers, 
• strengthening economic participation, 
• supporting local innovation, 
• and increasing institutional responsiveness. 

Artificial intelligence may also create opportunities to improve resource allocation, strengthen 
resilience, and support long-term development planning.

However, these opportunities are not automatic.

Without thoughtful governance and inclusive design, AI systems may unintentionally reinforce existing
inequalities.

Risks may emerge through:

• biased decision-making, 
• unequal access to digital systems, 
• concentration of technological power, 
• exclusion from digital participation, 
• insufficient transparency, 
• and weak accountability mechanisms. 

Development institutions therefore face a new strategic question:

How should societies govern AI not merely as a technology—but as public development infrastructure?

This question requires moving beyond narrow discussions of innovation and toward broader questions 
of participation and capability.

Human capability should become a central objective of AI-enabled development.

Capability refers not only to access to technology, but to individuals’ ability to:

• make informed decisions, 
• participate economically, 
• access opportunities, 
• retain autonomy, 
• and influence systems that affect their lives. 

Development strategies that focus exclusively on technology deployment risk overlooking whether 
people can actually benefit from technological progress.

A human-centered approach recognizes that successful AI adoption requires more than technical 
implementation.
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It requires:

• trust, 
• institutional legitimacy, 
• equitable access, 
• digital literacy, 
• governance capacity, 
• and safeguards that protect individual dignity. 

This transition also invites reconsideration of how progress itself is measured.

Future development indicators may increasingly require consideration of:

• digital participation, 
• identity inclusion, 
• economic accessibility, 
• technological trust, 
• and resilience within digital ecosystems. 

Artificial intelligence should therefore not be viewed solely as a sector of innovation.

It should increasingly be recognized as development infrastructure capable of shaping human 
opportunity at scale.

The challenge ahead is not whether AI will influence development.

The challenge is whether development systems will  evolve quickly enough to ensure that artificial
intelligence expands human capability rather than narrowing access to opportunity.

Building that future requires governance approaches that place people—not technology—at the center
of development strategy.
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Section 4

Financial Inclusion and Digital Participation

Expanding Economic Opportunity Through Human-Centered Systems

Economic participation has long been recognized as one of the foundational conditions of sustainable
development.

Historically, inclusion in economic systems has been associated with access to employment, formal
banking  services,  stable  institutions,  infrastructure,  and  market  participation.  These  systems  have
traditionally served as gateways through which individuals build resilience,  create opportunity,  and
contribute to broader economic growth.

Yet despite decades of global development efforts, access remains uneven.

Across many regions of the world, individuals and communities continue to encounter barriers that
limit  participation in formal economic systems. These barriers may include geographic limitations,
inadequate infrastructure, lack of identity documentation, financial exclusion, institutional complexity,
and limited access to digital tools.

At the same time, economies themselves are undergoing transformation.

As  financial  systems  become  increasingly  digital  and  service  delivery  becomes  more  technology-
enabled, participation in economic life is increasingly dependent upon access to digital infrastructure
and trusted mechanisms of engagement.

Financial inclusion therefore can no longer be viewed solely as access to banking.

Increasingly,  inclusion  reflects  an  individual’s  ability  to  participate  meaningfully  within  evolving
digital economies.

This transition introduces new opportunities.

Digital technologies—including mobile platforms, identity infrastructure, artificial intelligence, and 
emerging financial ecosystems—have the potential to reduce traditional barriers and expand 
participation across previously underserved populations.

When implemented responsibly, these systems may:

• increase accessibility, 
• reduce administrative friction, 
• improve service reach, 
• strengthen economic resilience, 
• and expand opportunities for entrepreneurship and participation. 

However, digital expansion alone does not guarantee inclusion.

Without intentional design, digital systems may unintentionally reproduce exclusion in new forms.
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Barriers may emerge through:

• inaccessible identity requirements, 
• unequal digital access, 
• technological literacy gaps, 
• limited institutional trust, 
• algorithmic exclusion, 
• and fragmented governance structures. 

As economies become increasingly digital, participation itself risks becoming conditional upon an 
individual’s ability to navigate systems they did not help shape.

This challenge suggests that financial inclusion must evolve.

Future development strategies should move beyond narrow measurements focused solely on account 
ownership or transactional access.

Instead, inclusion should increasingly be understood as a broader ecosystem composed of three 
interconnected dimensions:

Economic Access

The ability to enter and engage with economic systems.

Digital Participation

The ability to interact meaningfully within technology-enabled environments.

Human Agency

The ability to make decisions, retain autonomy, and benefit from participation.

Together, these dimensions create conditions for more resilient and equitable development outcomes.

Artificial intelligence may play an important role within this transition.:

• improving access, 
• identifying service gaps, 
• supporting more adaptive systems, 
• strengthening development planning, 
• and expanding pathways to participation. 

Yet AI itself must remain accountable to human outcomes.
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Financial inclusion should not be measured solely by how efficiently systems operate.

It should increasingly be evaluated according to whether individuals gain:

• greater opportunity, 
• increased resilience, 
• stronger autonomy, 
• and meaningful participation in economic life. 

This shift reflects a broader principle emerging throughout this paper:

Technology should not define development.

Rather, technology should strengthen people’s ability to participate in development.

A human-centered approach to financial inclusion recognizes that future prosperity will depend not 
simply on digital access, but on whether systems are designed to preserve dignity while expanding 
opportunity.

Development strategies that succeed in this transition may help build economies that are not only more 
connected—but more inclusive, resilient, and equitable.
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Section 5

The Dignity-First Development™ Framework

A Human-Centered Model for Inclusive Globalization

The transformations explored throughout this paper suggest that development is entering a period of
structural transition.

As  artificial  intelligence,  digital  participation,  identity  systems,  and technology-enabled  economies
become increasingly central  to  social  and economic  life,  development  frameworks must  evolve to
ensure that human outcomes remain at the center of progress.

Traditional development approaches have frequently prioritized growth indicators as primary measures
of success. While economic expansion remains important, growth alone does not fully capture whether
individuals  possess  meaningful  opportunities  to  participate,  contribute,  and  benefit  from changing
systems.

A broader model is required.

This paper proposes the  Dignity-First Development™ Framework as a human-centered approach
designed to support inclusive globalization and equitable participation in an increasingly digital world.

This framework recognizes that sustainable development requires more than technological adoption.

It requires systems that expand human capability while preserving agency, trust, and opportunity.

The framework is organized around five interconnected pillars.

Pillar One — Access
Development begins with access.

Participation cannot occur where barriers prevent individuals from entering systems that increasingly 
determine opportunity and inclusion.

Access includes:

• digital infrastructure, 
• connectivity, 
• economic entry points, 
• public services, 
• education, 
• healthcare, 
• and technological participation. 

However, access alone is insufficient.
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True development requires conditions that enable people not only to enter systems—but to benefit from
them meaningfully.

Development strategies should therefore prioritize reducing structural barriers that prevent 
participation.

Pillar Two — Identity
Identity increasingly functions as the gateway to modern participation.

Access to financial services, healthcare, education, employment, and public systems increasingly 
depends upon trusted mechanisms of identification.

As identity systems expand, development frameworks must emphasize:

• inclusion, 
• consent, 
• trust, 
• transparency, 
• and individual protection. 

Identity should serve as an enabler of participation—not a mechanism of exclusion.

Human-centered identity infrastructure should strengthen dignity while protecting autonomy.

Pillar Three — Trust
Technological systems cannot create sustainable development without trust.

Trust influences:

• institutional legitimacy, 
• public participation, 
• adoption of innovation, 
• and long-term resilience. 

Individuals must trust that systems:

• operate responsibly, 
• safeguard rights, 
• remain accountable, 
• and produce fair outcomes. 

Trust therefore becomes a development asset rather than simply a governance objective.

Development institutions increasingly face the challenge of designing systems that strengthen 
confidence while maintaining flexibility and innovation.
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Pillar Four — Participation
Participation moves development beyond access.

This pillar recognizes that individuals should not remain passive recipients of technological change.

People must possess opportunities to:

• engage, 
• contribute, 
• shape outcomes, 
• and benefit from development systems. 

Participation includes:

• economic participation, 
• civic participation, 
• digital participation, 
• and institutional engagement. 

Inclusive globalization requires mechanisms that ensure communities remain active participants within 
evolving systems.

Pillar Five — Sustainability
Long-term development depends upon sustainability.

This extends beyond environmental considerations.

Sustainable development systems must remain:

• adaptable, 
• resilient, 
• inclusive, 
• and capable of supporting future generations. 

As technological change accelerates, development strategies should prioritize systems capable of 
evolving without leaving populations behind.

Sustainability requires balancing:

• innovation, 
• governance, 
• inclusion, 
• and long-term human outcomes.
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Together, these five pillars create a framework that positions dignity not as an abstract value—but as 
practical infrastructure for development.

The Dignity-First Development™ Framework does not reject globalization or technological 
advancement.

Instead, it proposes that future development should be evaluated according to whether individuals gain:

• greater access, 
• stronger identity protections, 
• increased institutional trust, 
• meaningful participation, 
• and sustainable opportunity. 

This framework invites development institutions, policymakers, and technology leaders to consider a 
broader question:

How can global systems be designed not only to create growth—but to expand human capability?

Answering that question may become one of the defining development challenges of the digital age.
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Section 6

Policy Recommendations

Building Development Systems for Inclusive Digital Futures

The accelerating integration of  artificial  intelligence into economic and social  systems presents  an
opportunity to rethink development strategy for the digital age.

The  previous  sections  of  this  paper  proposed  that  future  development  outcomes  will  increasingly
depend upon access, identity, trust, participation, and long-term resilience. Translating these principles
into practice requires actionable policy approaches capable of supporting inclusive participation while
maintaining flexibility for innovation.

The  following  recommendations  are  intended  to  support  governments,  development  institutions,
multilateral organizations, technology leaders, and policymakers as they prepare for the next phase of
globalization.

These recommendations are not designed as rigid prescriptions. Rather, they are intended to contribute
to  broader  discussions  surrounding  how  development  frameworks  can  evolve  alongside  rapidly
changing technological realities.

Recommendation 1

Recognize Digital Infrastructure as Development Infrastructure
Development policy should increasingly treat digital infrastructure as foundational infrastructure.

Access to:

• connectivity, 
• digital identity, 
• interoperable systems, 
• secure participation mechanisms, 
• and inclusive digital services 

should be considered essential conditions for modern economic participation.

Investment strategies should increasingly integrate digital capability into broader development 
planning.
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Recommendation 2

Expand Human-Centered AI Governance Frameworks
Artificial intelligence should be governed according to principles that prioritize human outcomes 
alongside innovation.

Development institutions and governments should encourage governance approaches that strengthen:

• transparency, 
• accountability, 
• inclusion, 
• explainability, 
• and public trust. 

Human-centered governance does not limit innovation.

It creates conditions for sustainable adoption.

Recommendation 3

Strengthen Inclusive Identity Ecosystems
Identity increasingly determines participation.

Development strategies should support identity systems that are:

• inclusive, 
• secure, 
• rights-centered, 
• interoperable, 
• and accessible. 

Special attention should be given to reducing barriers affecting populations historically excluded from 
formal systems.

Identity infrastructure should enable opportunity rather than reinforce exclusion.
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Recommendation 4

Move Financial Inclusion Beyond Access Alone
Future inclusion strategies should evolve beyond measuring participation solely through account 
ownership or transactional activity.

Development frameworks should increasingly evaluate:

• economic resilience, 
• digital participation, 
• agency, 
• capability, 
• and opportunity creation. 

Inclusive financial ecosystems should empower individuals to participate meaningfully in evolving 
economies.

Recommendation 5

Invest in Digital Capability and Institutional Readiness
Technological adoption cannot succeed without institutional readiness.

Governments and development institutions should strengthen:

• digital literacy, 
• public-sector capacity, 
• adaptive governance, 
• workforce readiness, 
• and long-term implementation capability. 

Human capability must remain central to development outcomes.

Recommendation 6

Build Trust as a Strategic Development Asset
Trust should increasingly be recognized as a measurable component of development. Participation 
depends upon confidence that systems: operate fairly, protect individuals, respect dignity, and remain 
accountable. Development institutions can incorporate trust-building mechanisms in technology and 
innovation strategies.
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Recommendation 7

Develop New Indicators of Inclusive Progress
Traditional development indicators remain important but increasingly insufficient.

Future measurement frameworks may expand to include indicators related to:

digital participation, 

• identity access, 
• economic inclusion, 
• institutional trust, 
• technological resilience, 
• and human capability. 

Development should increasingly be evaluated according to whether systems expand opportunity 
across populations.

Collectively, these recommendations propose an evolution rather than a replacement of existing 
development approaches.

Globalization has historically created extraordinary opportunities for growth and connection.

The next phase of globalization presents an opportunity to ensure that these gains become more broadly
accessible within increasingly digital societies.

Development strategies that prioritize inclusion, dignity, and participation may strengthen both 
resilience and prosperity in the decades ahead.

The challenge is not simply adopting new technologies.

The challenge is ensuring that societies develop the institutional capacity and governance frameworks 
necessary to make technological progress work for people.
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Conclusion

Toward a Dignity-Centered Future of Global Development
Globalization has entered a period of profound transformation.

The systems increasingly shaping human opportunity are no longer defined exclusively by physical
infrastructure, trade relationships, or geographic access. Participation in modern society is becoming
increasingly influenced by digital infrastructure, identity systems, artificial intelligence, institutional
trust, and the ability to engage meaningfully within evolving economic ecosystems.

This transition presents both opportunity and responsibility.

Emerging  technologies  possess  extraordinary  potential  to  expand  access,  strengthen  participation,
improve  service  delivery,  and  support  more  adaptive  development  systems.  Yet  technological
advancement alone does not guarantee equitable outcomes.

Without intentional governance and human-centered design, technological progress risks reinforcing
exclusion in new forms.

The challenge facing development institutions is therefore not whether innovation should continue.

The challenge is determining how innovation can strengthen human capability rather than concentrate
opportunity.

This  paper  has  proposed that  the  next  phase  of  globalization  requires  a  broader  understanding of
development—one  that  moves  beyond  growth  indicators  alone  and  recognizes  dignity,  inclusion,
participation, trust, and access as increasingly essential dimensions of long-term prosperity.

Through the proposed Dignity-First Development™ Framework, this paper argues that development
strategies  should  increasingly  focus  on  creating  systems  that  expand  opportunity  while  protecting
agency and preserving human outcomes.

This framework is organized around five interconnected pillars:

• Access 
• Identity 
• Trust 
• Participation 
• Sustainability
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Together,  these  principles  offer  a  practical  foundation  for  considering  how societies  may navigate
technological transformation while maintaining inclusive pathways to growth.

Artificial intelligence should therefore be viewed not only as an emerging technology, but increasingly
as  infrastructure  capable  of  influencing  how  individuals  participate  in  economic,  social,  and
institutional life.

Development policy must evolve accordingly.

Future resilience will depend not solely on the speed of technological advancement, but on whether
systems are designed to support broad participation across diverse populations and regions.

As institutions, governments, and global actors prepare for the coming decade, one question becomes
increasingly important:

How can societies ensure that progress remains measured not only by what systems achieve—but by
whether people gain greater opportunity to shape and benefit from them?

The answer may determine whether globalization’s next chapter becomes one of deeper fragmentation
—or broader human flourishing.

The future of development should not simply connect economies.

It should expand human capability, strengthen participation, and preserve dignity in an increasingly 
digital world. 
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